SAR studies on a novel series of human cytomegalovirus primase inhibitors.
A novel series of imidazolylpyrimidines were found to possess inhibitory activity against the human CMV UL70 primase. Extensive SAR studies on an HTS lead led to potent, orally bioavailable compounds with anti-CMV IC(50) values of 150 nM in both viral yield and viral DNA replication assays and with a much reduced cytotoxicity compared to marketed treatments ganciclovir and cidofovir.